











































The Road to Serfdom（１９４４）を書いたノーベル経済学賞受賞者フリードリヒ・







































































In my own case, I seem to be both a theoretical philosopher and a fic-
tion writer. But it is the last that interests me most; the first is only the
means to the last; the absolutely necessary means, but only the means;
the fiction story is the end. Without an understanding and statement
of the right philosophical principle, I cannot create the right story; but
the discovery of the principle interests me only as the discovery of the
proper knowledge to be used for my life purpose, and my life purpose
is the creation of the kind of world (people and events) that I like, i. e. ,
that represents human perfection. Philosophical knowledge is necessary
in order to define human perfection, but I do not care to stop at the defi-
nition; I want to use it, to apply it in my work (in my personal life, too
－but the core, center and purpose of my personal life, of my whole life,
















また、The Romantic Manifestoというエッセイ集におさめられた “The Goal
of My Writing”という文のなかでは、このように書いている。
The motive and purpose of my writing is the projection of an ideal man.
The portrayal of a moral ideal, as my ultimate literary goal, as an end
in itself――to which any didactic, intellectual or philosophical values
contained in a novel are only the means. Let me stress this: my purpose
is not the philosophical enlightenment of my readers, it is not the bene-
ficial influence which my novels may have on people, it is not the fact
that my novels may help a reader’s intellectual development. All these
matters are important, but they are secondary considerations, they are



















































































































することは決してしない。」（ “I swear――by my life and my love of it――
that I will never live for the sake of another man, nor ask another man















































1. Reality exists as an objective absolute――facts are facts, inde-
pendent of man’s feelings, wishes, hopes or fears.
2. Reason (the faculty which identifies and integrates the material
provided by man’s senses) is man’s only means of perceiving reality,
his only source of knowledge, his only guide of action, and his basic
means of survival.
3. Man――every man――is an end in himself, not the means to
the ends of others. He must exist for his own sake, neither sacrific-
ing himself to others nor sacrificing others to himself. The pursuit
of his own rational self－interests and of his own happiness is the high-
est moral purpose of his life.
4. The ideal political－economic system is laissez－faire capitalism.
It is a system where men deal with one another, not as victims and
executioners, nor as masters and slaves, but as traders, by free, vol-
untary exchange to mutual benefit. It is a system where no man may
obtain any values from others by resorting to physical force, and no
man may initiate the use physical force against others. The govern-
ment acts only as a policeman that protects man’s right; it uses physi-
cal force only in retaliation and only against those who initiate its
use, such as criminals or foreign invaders. In a system of full capi-
talism, there should be (but, historically, has not yet been) a com-
plete separation of state and economics, in the same way and for the





















































































talism: The Unknown Idealというエッセイ集の中で、「資本主義とは所有権
を含めた個人の諸権利を認めることに立脚した社会制度。この制度のもとで
は、すべての財産は私的に所有される。」（Capitalism is a social system based
on the recognition of individual rights, including property rights, in which
all property is privately owned.）（Rand（e）, 19）と簡潔に定義しているが、
これだけでは理解しにくいので、以下の引用文を見てみよう。
A pure system of capitalism has never yet existed, not even in Amer-
ica; various degrees of government control had been undercutting and











Money is a tool of exchange, which can’t exist unless there are goods
produced and men able to produce them. Money is the material shape
of the principle that men who wish to deal with one another must deal
by trade and give value for value. Money is not the tool of the mooch-
ers, who claim your product by tears, or of the looters, who take it
from you by force. Money is made possible only by the men who pro-










To the glory of mankind, there was, for the first and only time in his-
tory, a country of money－and I have no higher, more reverent trib-
ute to pay to America, for this means: a country of reason, justice,
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freedom, production, achievement. For the first time, man’ mind and
money were set free, and there were no fortunes－by conquest, but
only fortunes－by－work, and instead of swordsmen and slaves, there
appeared the real maker of wealth, the greatest worker, the highest









The symbol of all relationships among such men, the moral symbol
of respect for human beings, is the trader. We, who live by values,
not by loot, are traders, both in matter and in spirit. A trader is a













the first to shut their traps at the first sign of danger. They spend
years spitting at the man who feeds them－and they lick the hand of
the man who slaps their drooling faces. Didn’t they deliver every coun-
try of Europe, one after another, to committees of goons, just like this
one hear? Didn’t they scream their heads off to shut out every bur-









This is the age of the common man, they tell us－a title which any
man may claim to the extent of such distinction as he has managed
not to achieve. He will rise to a rank of nobility by means of the ef-
fort he has failed to make, he will be honored for such virtue as he
has not displayed, and he will be paid for the goods which he did not
produce. But we－we, who must atone for the guilt of ability－we will
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